
Pastor’s page: “Praising and thanking God always and everywhere” 

"All things are of your making. All times and seasons obey your laws." Does a Catholic have six days of 
the week for their own interests - and that of their family; and one hour a week on Sunday devoted to 
God? Or is our prayer a constant adoration, 24-7? Isn’t God present in all of our relationships? Isn’t God 
revealing himself constantly? 

Indeed, all of life is a prayer! Prayer can be defined as an openness of our hearts and minds to the 
presence of God within us, around us, and among us. Prayer involves both listening and speaking; but it 
is primarily an attentive listening to the loving voice of God in private personal prayer, and in the people, 
places and events of our lives. “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.” 

Both the Bible and the tradition of Christianity give us an understanding of reality that encounters the 
living God everywhere. That encounter leads us to praise and thanksgiving and adoration. When Moses 
encounters God on the top of Mount Sinai in Exodus 3, he is told to take off his shoes because the 
ground on which he stands is holy. But as the narrative unfolds, it becomes clear that God cannot be 
tied to any one place, neither a mountaintop nor the Temple in Jerusalem. The entire world, the ground 
on which we stand is holy, because God is everywhere, especially in places designated for worship- but 
not only there.  

The problem is that we have difficulty in recognizing the presence of God and the holiness of people, 
places and events. We have to make an effort, like Moses on the mountaintop, to take off our shoes 
and be open to the experience of holiness. This is what daily personal and private prayer does. It opens 
us to an encounter with God. In addition, as God’s people we set aside Sunday, a day specifically for 
worship as a community of believers, the body of Christ. “Remember, keep holy the Lord’s day.” By doing 
the sacred actions at Mass, we are drawn closer in intimacy with the merciful Lord. This merciful 
encounter with God transforms us to be merciful to ourselves and to one another, in forgiving love. 

As people of faith we know that everything we have and all that we are is pure gift from God. We 
cannot deserve it. We can never judge others. We simply try to share our good fortune with those who 
may have less than we are blessed with. We give, as the Lord has given to us! Our lives are our response 
to the perfect love God has lavished upon us. And so, like Jesus, we are fully engaged in the effort to 
redeem the world from sin and deprivation. War and poverty and all that dehumanize people are our 
enemy. We are filled with hope because God has assured us of victory ultimately; a victory revealed in 
the resurrection of Christ from the dead and his promise that we shall all live forever. In the meantime, 
we have a task to accomplish, and that is to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in furthering the kingdom of 
God until the Lord returns. 

We do not resort to violence to accomplish the gospel work. On the contrary, we are peacemakers and 
nonviolent promoters of justice wherever we find people beaten-down by poverty, and lacking the basic 
necessities of life. Jesus refused to join the political resistance movements of his time. He refused to 
follow the religious aristocracy, the educated elite in Judaism - in their accommodation to injustice. He 
would not take up the sword or permit his followers to do so. But he did reveal a God of infinite 
forgiveness and mercy, a God of compassionate solidarity with the broken people of the world; with a 



special love for the wounded and the marginal. “It is mercy I desire….”says the Lord. Mercy, a word 
meaning great compassion, is the central theme of the Bible. God shares our pain and sadness, 
intimately involved with us. When we cry out to the Lord, he will tenderly carry us through all the 
ordeals we face. As God is merciful to us, so we reflect that mercy to everyone. 

We set aside Sunday as the opportunity for us to focus attentively on God and get out of the everyday 
routine and drudgery. Without this framing of our lives at Mass, community prayer, we cannot be 
conscious of who we are, and become drawn into the mystery of God's forgiving and merciful love. By 
sharing the body and blood of the Lord, we become more than ever the body and blood of the Lord. 
When we worship together, we support and sustain one another in the work of love that Christ has 
commissioned us to carry on until his return. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 

 

 

 


